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This application is rejected for the reasons stated below. If 
the applicant has any argument against the reasons, such 
argument should be submitted within 60 days from the date of 
transmittal of this notification. 



1. The invention (s) in the claim ( s ) listed below of the subject 
application should not be granted a patent under the provision 
of Patent Law Section 29(2) since it (they) could have easily 
been made by persons who have common knowledge in the technical 
field to which the invention (s) pertain (s), on the basis of 
the invention (s) described in the publication (s) listed below 
which was (were) distributed in Japan or foreign countries prior 
to the filing of the subject application. 



Grounds 



Notes (refer to the list of cited references) 
With respect to Claims 1, 4 and 21, References 1 and 2 are cited. 



With respect to Claims 2, 5, 11,. 22 and 23, References 1, 2, 
3 and 4 are cited. 

With respect to Claims 3 and 6, References 1, 2, 5 and 6 are 
cited. 

With respect to Claims 7 and 8, References 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 
6 are cited. 



Regarding Claim 1: 

Comparing the image reading apparatus described in Claim 1 of 
the Applicant's specification with the invention described in 
Reference 1, a "radiation image information recording and 
reading apparatus (10)" and "image processing unit (30)" 
described in Reference 1 respectively correspond to "reading 
means" and "means for normalization processing on a readout 
side" described in the subject claim. Deciding the 
normalization processing conditions on a readout side as 
described in the claimed invention is disclosed in Reference 
1, as selecting optimum image processing conditions by the 
image processing unit (30) . Further, the feature that the image 
reading apparatus outputs image data as described in the 
claimed invention is disclosed in Reference 1, as the image 
data to be processed is output to an image filing apparatus 
(50) by an image processing apparatus (30) . 

Then, comparing an image receiving- side uni-t claimed in 
Claim 1 of the Applicant's specification with the invention 
described in Reference 2, "detection means (3)", "window 
information carrying means (4) ", "window level control section 



(5)" and "window width control section (6) 11 disclosed in 
Reference 2 substantially correspond in combination to "means 
for deciding normalization processing conditions on a 
receiving side" described in the subjected claim. Further, 
"gray level transformation means (10) " disclosed in Reference 
2 corresponds to "normalization processing means" described 
in the subject claim. According to Reference 2, conditions 
regarding the gray level transformation are decided based on 
the window information on the optimum window level and window 
width, which are supplied via a host computer, whereas 
according to the Applicant's invention, the normalization 
processing conditions are decided based on the image data by 
the image receiving side unit. However, also as disclosed in 
Reference 1, deciding the normalization processing conditions 
based on the image data is a commonly used technique, which 
was known prior to the filing of this application. 

The image display apparatus disclosed in Reference 2 is 
connected to the host computer (1) and the image data is input 
thereto from the host computer (1) . Thus, it is said that 
Reference 2 discloses to connect the image display apparatus 
described in Reference 2, for example, to the image filing 
apparatus (50) described in Reference 1. This corresponds to 
the teaching in Claim 1 of the Applicant's specification that 
the image receiving side unit is connected to the image reading 
apparatus . 

Regarding Claim 2: 

For example, also as disclosed in References 3 and 4, outputting 
image data and the reduced data thereof is a commonly used 
technique, which was known in the image processing field prior 
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to the filing of this application. 
Regarding Claim 3: 

The feature described in Claim 3 of the Applicant's invention 
that "the image reading apparatus outputs normalization 
processing conditions" is disclosed in Reference 1 as the 
feature that "the image processing apparatus (30) outputs image 
processing information representing an image processing 
condition to the image filing apparatus (50), and disclosed 
in Reference 2 as the feature that "the host computer (1) 
outputs the window information on the window level and window 
width". Similar to Claim 3 of the subject invention, according 
to Reference 2, the normalization processing is preformed by 
the image receiving side unit in accordance with the 
normalization processing conditions decided on the side of the 
image reading apparatus . 

Further, also as disclosed in References 5 and 6, changing the 
normalization processing condition as taught in Claim 3 of the 
Applicant's specification is a commonly used technique, which 
was known in the image processing field prior to the filing 
of this application. 

Regarding Claim 4 : 

The "image processing information representing an image 
processing condition" disclosed in Reference 1 corresponds to 
the "normalization processing condition" of the claimed 
invention. Further, it can be said that the image recording 
conditions including the image recording portion of the object, 
the image recording size, the read-out sensitivity and the like 
substantially correspond to parameters for deciding the 
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normalization processing condition described in Claim 4 of the 
subject invention. This is because Reference 1 describes, from 
line 13 of the lower right-hand section on page 3 to line 11 
of the upper left-hand section on page 4, that optimal image 
processing conditions are automatically selected in 
accordance with the image recording conditions (for example, 
the image recording portion of the object, the image recording 
size, the read-out sensitivity and the like) specified at the 
ID terminal 25, and the optimal image processing condition 
described in Reference 1 is determined based on the image 
recording conditions including the image recording portion of 
the object, the image recording size, the read-out sensitivity 
and the like. Therefore, outputting the image recording 
conditions (such as the image recording portion of the object, 
the image recording size, the read-out sensitivity and the 
like) along with the image processing information representing 
the image processing condition to the image filing apparatus 
(50) as disclosed in reference 1, and corresponding to 
outputting parameters for deciding the normalization 
processing condition, as described in Claim 4 of the subject 
invention, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to claim as such based on the disclosure of Reference 
1. 

Regarding Claim 5: 

For the recitation in the subject claim that the image reading 
apparatus outputs the reduced image data, the same rejection 
as noted in Claim 2 is applied, and for the recitation in the 
subject claim that the image reading apparatus outputs the 
parameters for deciding the normalization processing 
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condition, the same rejection as noted in Claim 4 is applied. 
Regarding Claim 6: 

For the recitation in the subject claim that the image reading 
apparatus outputs the normalization processing condition and 
that the image receiving side unit changes the normalization 
processing condition, the same rejection as noted in Claim 3 
is applied, and for the recitation in the subject claim that 
the image reading apparatus outputs the parameters for deciding 
the normalization processing condition, the same rejection as 
noted in Claim 4 is applied. 

Regarding Claim 7: 

Claim 7 is rejected for the same reasons as noted in Claims 
2 and 3. 

Regarding Claim 8: 

Claim 8 is rejected for the same reasons as noted in Claims 
2,3 and 4 . 

Regarding Claim 17: 

Reference 4 teaches that processing is performed on the reduced 
image data in the course of deciding the processing conditions, 
and after the processing conditions have been decided, then 
processing is performed on the full-scale image data. This 
corresponds the recitation in Claim 7 of the Applicant's 
specification that after the normalization conditions are 
decided based on the reduced image data by the means for 
deciding normalization processing conditions on a receiving 
side, the means for normalization processing on a readout side 



performs the normalization processing on the image data under 
the second normalization processing condition. As noted in the 
notes regarding Claim 1 of the present invention, when 
References 1 and 2 are combined, whether the normalization 
processing is performed on the side of the image filing 
apparatus (50) described in Reference 1 or on the side of the 
image display apparatus described in Reference 2 is a matter 
of design variation. Further, the feature described in Claim 
17 of the present invention that the image receiving side unit 
outputs the second normalization processing condition to the 
image reading apparatus and that the image reading apparatus 
outputs the normalized image data which has been subjected to 
the normalization processing under the second normalization 
processing condition could have been conceived by a person of 
ordinary skill in the art when the normalization is performed 
on the side of the image filing apparatus (50) described in 
Reference 1. 

Regarding Claim 21: 

Claim 21 is rejected for the same reasons as noted in Claim 
1. 

Regarding Claim 22: 

Claim 22 is rejected for the same reasons as noted in Claims 
2, 3 and 4. 

Regarding Claim 23: 

Claim 23 is rejected for the same reasons as noted in Claims 
2, 3 and 4. 



Hence, the invention in Claims 1 to 8, 17, 21 to 23 of the 
Applicant's specification could have been made easily by a 
person skilled in the art on the basis of the teachings of 
References 1 to 6. 

For the claims other than the claim (s) specified in this 
notification of reason (s) for rejection, no reason for 
rejection is found at present. If any reason (s) for rejection 
is found later, it will be notified. 
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